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RE: Co血iming Transportatio虹Funding Crisis

Dear Assembly Member Wood二

At血eir January 21 meeting, the Cal主fomia Trauspo軸ion Commission (CTC) approved a

rev王sed Fund呂stinate for也e 201 6 S軸e Hanaportation Improvement Program (STIP) that wili

requ主re血e alaming deletion ofあout $750 mi11ion (about one一塩rd) in critical tranaporta瞳on

fund主ng for improve皿e血s throughout Califemia. The State Transportation Improvemeut

Program he車S fund state址ghway言ntercity rail, and regional魔ghway and transit capital

PrOgramS. These are exせemely inportant prQjec亡s血at have been deve工oped by Regional組d

Local Agencies for many years that help meet nationa王, state, regional and local goa工s孤d

Prio壷ies・ They cor}S主st 。fp垂ectsぬat he車our region ma壷ain our air qualfty through SB 375

and血prove sa賭y an opera正on of our local血ansportation system, aS We轍as help create jobs

in our commmity.

The revis王on to血e Fmd Estimate is due to the estimated decrease to the State price-based

POrtion of粗e gasoI王ne tax也at is clユrre亜y也e o魔y fund source for the STIP. T龍s is a vo班ile

SOurCe Of funding since it is subject to a句ustments based on fluctuations in也e price of gasol主ne.

me rate (established as part ofthe “gas tax swap’’) is set a珊ually by也e Board of Equalまza士ion

at a Ievel that generates the same amou劇of revenue as would have been received if血e s軸e

Sales [ax on gasol主ne had remained in e節減t. The curen士rate was decreased宜om 18 cents to 12

CentS as Of July l, 2015. Due to the price of gaso血e in也e past year,也e Board 。fEqualization

is expected [o reduce士he tax further缶om 12 cents to lO cents at the主r next meeting亜s spmg.

As such, the CTC adopted a FⅢld Es宜ma士e a士the主r January meeting也at considers the reduction

in血e price七ased tax for也e宜ve-year STIP period starting in Fiscal year 16/17 t血ough FY

20/2L This decrease of 2 ce露s w地a gradunl increase of2 cents per year wilエhave a profound

e質料t也at w融lead to less funding availあ工e than previously forecasted・ The rev主sed Fund

Estinate prQjects a decrease of $750 m王11ion in capacfty fお皿a prior estimate w址ch is leading to

血e clmehu predicame血ofneeding to dele[e the prQjects statewide amoun壷ng to $750 m血lion.

We urge yo櫨to take action on addressing亜s issue related to price-based excise ta_X也at has a

Sign講cant impact on funding prQjects也at are i皿portaut to our region. Despite a growmg need

for transportation improve皿鎖正s, Califom主a is reducing its investments in transportation

in缶as血ctTlre・ During the cuneut special leg王slative session, many ideas have been broug出

forvard to increase and sta融ize sources of transportation励md主ng. Recen敬y, PrOPOSals by

Govemor Je巧手Brown, Senator Jim BeE哩and Assemb工yman Jim Frazier aim to address血e



主ssue of也e price-based excise tax to restore funding for transporta七主on pr句ects. Gove皿or Brown

PrOPOSeS tO reStOre也e tax to 1 8 cents and Senator Beall and Assemblyman Frazier propose to

increase也もtaX tO PrOVide additional funding forせanspc競ation. A fix must be made to address

血e fu皿ding as we now face the dire situa宙on ofhaving to delete pr匂ects from也e STIP.

h our region it means a deletion of at least $3_11 million in prqiec七s or more- A summary of

PrQjects deleted by也e Mendocino CoimCiI of Govemments at也eir meeting on Fedruary l , 20 1 6

is asあ工lows:

L Mendocino County: Preco挑tmction　癒nding for North State Street inchading

主mproveme癒s to也e North State S血eet I癌erchange with US lOl - $468,000.

2. City of Ukiah: All funding req甘ired for construction of a roundabout at the intersection

OfLow Gap Road and Bush S宙eet - $818ガ00.

3. City of Fort Bragg: All funding required for construc丘on of bicycle and pedestria虹

improvemeuts on Highway l between也e Noyo Bridge and也e junctiQn Of SR 20 -

$1,485,0㈹.

4,.. Caltra鱒: Fmd主ng for也e Env主rorme血al component of a loca11y funded prqiect to build

Pedestrian, bicycle, and opera宙o誓l improveme職ts consistent with血e Dovmtown

Streetscape PIan on轍ghway l in Guafala - $340,000

The scale ofthese cutbacks is devastating for a即ral county wi血few resources for廿ansportation

Capital improvements. It not on]y removes an ixport狐t prqiect to improve safety and access to

US lOI on a Couuty road, but also priority prcjects in our two Iargest c壷ies, as We虹as a S軸e

Highway prQject t血ough也e sma11 commu血ty of Gualala on our South Coast. W地o加

工egis癌ive relief; we see no prospec[s for虹ユding for也ese prQjects and o也ers in our capital

improveme兜program for ye彼s to come.

We reapect蝕1y request your suppo虹to work w池fenow legislators [o help ide出ify a timely

SOlution to address亜s serious issue. PIease contact me if you have any questions or would l主ke

to discuss魚Irぬer.

薬種砂山
Execu壷ve Director

Cc:　Members, enate Tranaportation and Housing Comm池ee

Members, Assembly Transportation Co皿mittee

Mr・遜ob AIvarado, Chair, Caエifom主a Transportation Com皿ission

Commissioners, CaHfomia Transpo融on Com皿iss主on

部血. Brian Kelly, Secretary, Califemia State Transportation Age虹cy

Mr. WiH Kempton, Executive Direc士or, Califo皿ia Transpo咄ion Commission

Mr・ MalcoI皿Dougherty, Director, Ca瓦fomia Departmehu of Tr狐SPOrtatio皿

M血、 Bill Higgins, Executive Director, CalCOG


